How Not To Waste A Treasure 

Matt 2:9-12 After listening to the king, they went on their way. And behold, the star that they had seen when it rose went before them until it came to rest over the place where the child was. 10 When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. 11 And going into the house they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they fell down and worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh. 12 And being warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they departed to their own country by another way. ESV

2 Cor 4:6-7 For God, who said, "Let light shine out of darkness," has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 7 But we have this treasure in jars of clay, to show that the surpassing power belongs to God and not to us. ESV

_______________________________________________________________________

Chances are that you don't feel as if you have a treasure about right now.  Chances are you don't feel very rich, either.  Our modern Christmas traditions tend to drain us of what resources that we do have so that this time of year is more about debt and stress than joy and happiness.  It's sort of ironic, isn't it?  After celebrating Thanksgiving where we supposedly focus on all that we do have, now it seems that for many and most Christmas is a time to focus on what they do not have.  And then we try to manipulate the system to be able to get what we lack.  When you're young that might be accomplished through wishful letters to the North Pole, or an eager plea to a guy in a rented red suit and fake beard at the mall.  Or it might be through a carefully crafted letter, hand written several times and placed with the ultimate bribery for a fat guy:  cookies.  

When we are older, the manipulation stemming from our focus on what we don't have becomes a bit more sophisticated.  Like begging someone to buy it for you.  Forget the guy at the mall – we shoot for the attention of the rich uncle who has the cash.  Or extra hours and even sacrifice in others areas to save up for that thing that we so desperately want.  Perhaps our gift giving at this time has noble origins, after all in the Christmas story the wise men brought gifts to the newborn King.  But isn't it ironic that in a season that was supposed to be characterized by giving, now getting is all the focus?  Rather than placing our energies on buying stuff to give to others and make them happy, yet now we stress about having to buy for others and really are only concerned truly about whether we get what we want.  

I'm including myself in these statements:  we have four Christmases in our family:  with my in-laws and their extended families at Christmas, our own personal family Christmas here in Castroville, with my mother and father and brother and sister-in-law and niece on Christmas day and then with my mom's extended family two days after Christmas.  We are expected to buy gifts for everyone.  It sometimes turns into a drudgery:  “Do we have them covered and who do we still have to get for?”  And all along, we're thinking, “do I spend $20 or $10 on them this year?”  “Do you think that they're going to get me socks again?”  I have some family members that stress out every year all but asking me what I'm getting them for Christmas because they don't want to spend a dime less – or a dime more – than what I spend on them.  Sigh.  Even our giving is based upon what we are getting!  

And yet if we could forget about all of that self-imposed holiday torture for a bit and take  a step back from the sock aisle and take a deep breath and disconnect for a moment from the tinsel and the bargain bin, I think suddenly the truth of the matter would be that we would come back to focus on the much that we do have.  Unfortunately we tend to look at things this year through carnal eyes as to our worth and treasures.  In truth we have much treasure in our lives, even if our bank account is being jingled to the bottom.  And what better time of the year to focus on our treasures than this one when so many people feel empty and void?

____________________________________________

What a treasure the gift of life is!  We have been made in God's image and with that comes the ability to speak and cause things to happen.  Every human being has within him or her the ability to do good, the ability to choose righteousness, and the ability to be forgiving and merciful to others for we are created in the image of a God of whom those are His basic traits!  Every human being with a life has the ability to bless others with their actions and their considerations for such an ability is woven into the very fabric of our beings and such ability is a great treasure!  

Our energy and body that accompanies life means that we can move and we can act and we can respond however we choose.  The freedom to choose as we please is a great treasure in itself.  It allows us to use the other treasure that we have been given, time, to be spent as we want.  This enables us to be able to have friends and relationships with other human beings and enables us to wield an influence in the lives of others.  Though often overlooked and not the first thing that was on your mind this morning, all of these things are great treasures of great worth!  

Beyond all of these general treasures that have been given to us, there are some very specific things that have been granted to us.  Every person under the sound of my voice is a unique creation formed by God for a unique purpose.  Everyone here has unique giftings and talents.  Everyone here has abilities and strengths that are not found in such a combination in anyone else.  You are able to think creatively or do this or do that or function in this way or be passionate for that in a way that others cannot.  You are fearfully and wonderfully made and God did not make a mistake with your personality/appearance/gifting combination.  Indeed, He carefully crafted those things to be the perfect combination for you to be able to do what He designed for you to do with them and He even placed you into life circumstances where you would at least have the opportunity to choose to use them accordingly.  That means that you have been designed to have a testimony that was produced from your life circumstances and talents.  Some of you suffer from self-esteem problems that stem from people having abused you and then some suffer from self-imposed self-esteem problems from looking around and comparing yourselves to your perception of others.  Somebody needs to be reminded that God doesn't make junk!  Each of us has been given great treasures of life, personality, and giftings and talents.  Some perhaps have misused those treasures, but God gave them to us!

And there are some here who have something added into all of this; something that is the greatest treasure that a person could have and that is that you have been filled with the Holy Spirit.  Such is the gift of salvation; such is the gift of empowerment to face all of this other stuff with the right purpose and right responses.  If you have received the Holy Spirit, it means that you have repented and been forgiven of your sins and wrongdoing.  It means that the very Spirit of the God of Glory has come to live within your life and is trying to set up shop as King of Kings in your heart.  It means that you have available the power of God in practical form for it is written, “you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you.”  The Holy Spirit brings the power to be healed, both physically and of emotional scars.  The Holy Spirit – remember that it is a gift, the gift of the Holy Ghost for Acts 2:38 reads, “and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost!” – is the gift of God bringing you the power to walk right and to choose better.  It is the power of God working from the inside out to remake you in His image!  It is the power of God help you think right about yourself and others and to even understand God in spirit and truth and to be able to worship Him accordingly!  It reproves you of sin; it instructs you in righteousness; it empowers you to fulfill His purpose for which you were created; it enables you to develop your natural giftings and abilities for His calling; it helps you say the right thing at the right time and to grow into eternity!  I'm talking about the Holy Spirit – what a treasure it is!  If you don't have it, it's a gift available to you!  If you do have it, realize what a great treasure you have!

Somebody needs to remember that for the Comforter which is the Holy Spirit to come, Jesus Christ had to lay down His life!  If you judge a treasure by its cost, then you have a treasure extreme!  We've just spoken of all that it does for you and in you and there's more but we don't have the time here and now to list them:  if you judge a treasure by what it can do, then there is nothing to compare to the worth of the Holy Spirit!  There's nothing else that can take you to heaven and get you ready for heaven and change your life so that you can enjoy the trip!  Furthermore, if you judge a treasure by how much interest there is in it by others, then certainly the Holy Spirit is the greatest treasure, because there are millions of people on earth that have received it and treasure it and the angels, we are told desire to look into this great gift of receiving the Holy Ghost.  How many angels are there?  Can we even hazard a guess at that number?  John just said millions and millions!  How about billions and billions?  What comes next, kazillions and kazillions?  And these angels would like nothing more than to be able to experience what it would be like for the God whom they serve and behold the face of in heaven day in and day out, yet to move into their very being and take up residence in their existence.  Do you realize that if you have the Holy Spirit, you have something that billions of angels wish that they could get for Christmas this year?  Is anybody feeling a bit better about what you do have?  Did anyone come in feeling empty and now you're starting to rethink things a bit?  We have a great treasure!  We have treasures that money cannot buy!  What great things that God has done for us and what great things we have been given!  

Now consider our text in 2 Corinthians:     

2 Cor 4:6-7 For God, who said, "Let light shine out of darkness," has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 7 But we have this treasure in jars of clay, to show that the surpassing power belongs to God and not to us. ESV

Notice the emphasis here is not on what we do not have but upon what we have been given.  God – the same God who created light out of darkness and spoke the worlds into existence – has shone in our hearts to give (there's that word again!) us the light of the knowledge of His glory.  He has done this through revealing the face of Jesus Christ.  And that's another great sermon for another time.  But notice the “but” in this passage.  God has given us great things, but...  God has gifted us with great treasures but...  And here's the but:  “but we have this treasure in jars of clay.”  Think of that for it is the problem.  We have been given a great treasure by God, but He gives it to us in our imperfect and frail humanity.  He does this to show that the power belongs to Him and not us.  What does that mean?  It means that human beings can take their great treasure – any treasure that God gives – and waste it.  It means that, unfortunately, many human beings do waste the treasure in their imperfectness and choices.  And God allows this to be possible so that we are reminded that we must have Him or else what He has given will be for naught.  The treasure is His to give, but only He can make the treasure be what it should be.  

What this means for you and I today is that despite all men being given great treasure by God, yet much of humanity is wasting their treasures.  They may not realize that they are wasting it and they may not see or believe that they are wasting it, but many are.  We have been given this treasure in earthen vessels – jars of clay – that are fragile and imperfect and that only have form and function because of the potter's design and yet there are people who ignore the Creator and the Master Potter and they take the treasure given by the Giver of Life and waste them away on nothing.  Sadly, there are even people who have tasted of the tree of life and who have received the wonderful gift of the Holy Spirit and yet who waste the gift and who do not let it accomplish what it was designed to do.  I'm always saddened when I see people receive the wonderful gift of the Holy Spirit and then take it lightly, or even worse, never commit to really living for God and being active in God's kingdom.  They have a new-found joy and peace and what a difference the sudden revelation of truth makes and yet they take their new confidence and healed and mended hearts and go live for themselves.  And the treasure leaks out of their lives and becomes a waste.  What a waste! 

It is a proven statistic that 75% of all mega lottery jackpot winners are broke within 5 years.  Did you know that?  That is a telling statistic because it reveals to us that when given great and valuable things at little cost or as a gift, that we tend to take them for granted and not have the things within us to treat it accordingly.  Give a child a bicycle as a gift and he'll abuse it, ride it hard, and throw it in the dirt at night when he goes in to go to sleep.  But make that child work hard all summer to earn money for to purchase that bicycle and he'll treat it with tender and loving care, clean it weekly, and carefully push it to a safe and standing place each night.  

The issue with salvation and with the gifts of God is that you and I could never earn enough to be able to earn it.  So God had to give it away.  You and I could never pay the price for our sin and you and I could never have enough money to purchase such a wonderful and valuable commodity as the Holy Spirit!  So He came and paid the great price and then made it freely available to you and I!  Thank God for that!  But the great danger is that many people treat these great gifts as though they are nothing, when really they are the greatest things that we could possibly receive.  The very real danger is that some people take salvation and the infilling of the Holy Spirit and even the unique giftings and talents that God has given the and for that matter the gift of life itself and yet never appreciate what they have been given and respond accordingly.  They live a life wasting the greatest treasures!  What a tragedy!  And so the first step to not living a life of wasting treasure is to realize what you have and to realize its great value!  And you must make up in your mind, that what God has given to me as treasure, I will not throw before pigs!  I will not waste His goodness and His giftings!  I don't want to waste His treasure! 

_____________________________________________ 

And so I steer your attention to our other text, drawn from the Christmas story in Matthew.  Most of you know the story by heart; it is the story of the Magi, what we commonly call the wise men, coming to see the baby born to Mary.  The correct scriptural term is that they were Magi or seers, but the story itself proves that they were also wise.  We do not know how many of them there were and probably there were many more than three.  Yet within their story we find something very important:  we find that these men had treasurers – great treasures! – available to them and they did not waste their treasures on themselves but knew what to do with them.  They went to great lengths to use the treasures that God had given them for the purposes for which He had granted such things.  They were ordinary men who took extraordinary treasures and did extraordinary things with them!  They had their treasures in jars of clay, also, yet they did not waste them and so we can learn something great from these wise men:  how not to waste a treasure!  If we follow their example, then we will not have wasted the great things that God has given us!  

Learn the lesson of the wise men well!  Let me put the lessons of their lives into four further simple tenants that if emulated will guarantee that you do not waste the treasure that you have been given!  First, if you would not waste your treasure, then you must realize the worth of what  you have been given but then you must make the most of what you've been given.  And to do that, you must choose to:

Live life looking for God's Word to be fulfilled soon.

I'm struck by the difference in the Magi and the Jewish scholars at Jerusalem.  Both of them apparently knew that a King of the Jews would be born and that the Messiah was coming, but when the event happened, only the wise men from afar noticed it and though the Jewish scholars in Herod's court knew the same scriptures and knew it was coming, yet they did not expect it to really happen in their lifetime.  And that difference of looking for God's Word to come true for them, is what made the difference of coming to Jesus and missing Him!

Think of the great treasure that those Jewish scholars had been given!  They had access to the full copies of the prophetic Old Testament, something probably not totally available to the Magi.  They had the time – indeed were paid a living to have the time – to study the scriptures out and know them well.  They were afforded the finest of educations and were privileged to live in the very land and region that these events would take place.  Moreover, they were taught from little boys to fear the Lord, and that, the Bible tells us is a great treasure indeed!  Yet for all  of the treasure given to them, they wasted their treasure and never gave of it for the purpose to which God had given it to them.  They were but a few miles from Bethlehem and never made the trip!  And when Jesus came to them as a grown man, they largely rejected Him because they were so blinded by all that they had that they could not see that they needed Him.  Surely this was not what God gave out such great blessings and favor to the Jewish people for, yet they wasted the treasure!  

Yet here are these wise men, no doubt Gentiles and not necessarily in a covenant relationship with Jehovah God as to the laws of Moses.  Their treasures cannot compare to the great wealth of blessing given to the Jewish leaders yet they did not waste their treasurers because they were living life looking for the little bit of God's Word that they knew to be fulfilled.  They were expectant of God's promises.  They believed that God would do it for them and in their lifetime.  So that even the smallest hint that it might be happening, caused them to seek out to see if it were so.  

Truly this is what divides people into treasure wasters and treasure givers!  Truly this is what divides people from being known as wise men or foolish!  What do you do with the promises that God has given you?  I'm all for learning more and more of the Word of God and knowing it better and better, but truly if we will not believe to receive the first things that are told to us, what good is learning of more of His promises?  Had these men not acted on the partial knowledge and the few good promises of God's Word that they already knew and waited until they knew it all, their treasures would have rotted and been stolen and been all for naught.  But because they acted upon what they knew to do, their treasures were not wasted!  There are some people who waste the treasures of their life because they never learn more of God's Word, but the vast majority of wasted treasures comes from those who know some of the Word of God and yet never act on it and never move in faith expecting God to do it for them!  

Some people are always wanting a new Word from God, a fresh promise, but what have  you done with the one that you already have?  Oftentimes if you are struggling to receive a new word, it is because God is still waiting on you to act on what you already know.  And, unfortunately, some people stop there and never act on what they already know to do and so the promises of God in the pipeline of revelation are stopped up and the treasures that God has given them – whether it be the Holy Spirit or life or time or talents – fall wasted and only a shell of what could have been in their lives.  If you do not want to waste your treasure, then be willing to look for God's Word to be fulfilled soon in your life and act accordingly!  

We can learn something else from these wise men.  They had treasures and they knew what to do with them and that is partly because they were choosing to:

Live life expecting His coming!

The Jewish scholars in Jerusalem knew that He was supposed to come, but they were not living life in light of that event.  The wise men, it took them a while to get to Bethlehem, but it is a marvel that they got there at all for it was a great distance that they traveled!  What preparation went into making such a caravan in those days!  And they were not unsure of what they were doing.  They were not wandering around the world just hoping to see what this strange star meant, but they were very specific, though their knowledge of the Word of God wasn't complete:  they came to Judea and specifically asked, “where is He that is born King of the Jews.”  They knew that a child had been given and that a son had been born and they knew rightfully who He was.  This tells us that they were living in expectancy of His coming!

What was it that spurred Simon Peter to never go back to fishing and to preach the Gospel of Jesus Christ?  What was it that causes  the Apostle Paul and others of the early apostolic church to give their very lives for this great truth?  It was because they were all expectant of the soon return of Jesus Christ.  They knew the promise that just as He had gone away, ascending in the clouds, that He would return some day soon and they lived their lives – though it would be at a later date than they thought – with that expectancy.  And because they lived life with an urgency and a constant thought of His coming in mind, their gifts and talents and the treasure of the Holy Spirit was not for naught in their lives and their treasures were anything but wasted!  

Today it is the same.  There are those who live their lives reaping much, accomplishing much, doing much with the much that they have been given and then there are those who do very little.  They bury their talent as if the Master will never come and ask for an account.  They say that they have little and so they do nothing with it and they live their life and laugh and play as if there is not coming a day where He will come and He will call and He will rule and reign.  But then there are those who live everyday with His soon coming in mind.  These are those that people call wise beyond their years.  These are those whom some say overachieve for God.  There are no such things as overachievers in God, only those who fully accomplish what God set out for them to do and those who sell themselves short.  And yet those who make the most of there treasures and do anything but waste it are those who live with a subtle countdown clock somewhere in their spirit.  It's hard to grow weary in well doing when you are constantly checking the sun and see that it is getting low!  It's hard to feel like you've done enough when you hear the click, click of the countdown to eternity in your heart and it drives you!  It's hard to waste your life and what God has given and life only for yourself when everyday you think of the fact that soon the eastern skies will part and the One born in Bethlehem will come back!  Wise men today know what wise men then lived by:  He's coming, we've got to get ready and it's time to use those treasures!  

There are some here who go weeks without thinking of your ultimate purpose and the kingdom of God and what you can do to help further it.  What a waste!  What a waste of great treasure that you have been given!  Jesus is coming back!  Just as a watched pot never seems to boil, so is your perception of Jesus' second coming.  If it seems that He will never come back, you're probably not doing much for His kingdom.  To those who are doing nothing, it seems the trumpet will never sound, but for those taking His treasures and working in His kingdom with them, it seems like we need more time and how the time flies!  He's coming back soon, it's time to use your treasures for something that really counts beyond this life!  

________________________________________

The wise men show yet a third thing that helps us not waste our treasures.  You've got to:

Live life looking upward!

Perhaps all three of these things are different ways of saying the same thing, but I am drawn to the scriptural image of these Magi choosing paths and walking in life all with their eyes affixed to the sky.  Even when they left Herod's palace, we are told:

Matt 2:9-10 After listening to the king, they went on their way. And behold, the star that they had seen when it rose went before them until it came to rest over the place where the child was. 10 When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. ESV

What a beautiful image this is of men, walking through life with their head held erect and their gaze ever upward!  This is the posture and attitude of those who never waste their treasures!  Life is hard; every life is a journey; every life has its share of disappointments and low times.  Every journey has its mountaintops and valleys low and in between a lot of climbing.  And there is a tendency to get focused on the current obstacle or the latest setback.  There is a tendency to focus on the momentary valley or steep grade at our feet.  There is a human tendency to focus on the Herod who is menacing and the frustration of searching for God in where we are that we forget to look upward and forward and higher!  

In the town I grew up in, I realized early on that most people lived life like a bug in a cup.  They had a limited exposure to what life was really about and like a bug on the inside of a cup, they looked around and this was all there was, so they thought, to life.  And the problem with living life this way is that your life's happiness and joy and fulfillment tends to be dictated by the status of the the inside of the cup.  If it's wet in the cup, then it rains in your life.  If it's dry in the cup, then it seems that your life is barren.  And your world seems small and insignificant and if the inside of the cup is dark, then you are convinced that your life can only ever be darkness and nothing can ever change.

But take the bug and lift him out of the cup and suddenly he realizes that his little cup is but a small part of a much bigger place!  Suddenly the bug has greater horizons and greater possibilities and suddenly the status of the cup doesn't affect us as much.  

So it is with those in storms who are focused on the winds and the waves and not looking to Jesus in the distance calling!  So it is to those who live life only getting satisfaction from life if life is kind or perfect.  Such becomes a life of reaction and of limited perspectives and – most importantly – of heavenly treasures wasted.  Never forget that a life lived with head hung down or with eyes on what is around us is a life that will be a treasures wasted.  But if you will go through the ups and the downs and the storms and the frustrations with your eyes ever trained upward on God and His kingdom, then your treasures will be used for His glory and very impacting!  Wise men don't waste their treasures through discouragement because they live life with their gazes fixed on the heavens!

__________________________________________________

There is something else here and really all of the other only leads up to this.  If you are not to waste your treasure then this is the only response.  For like the wise men you must:

Live life to give your treasure away.

The wise men had much to give and they were aware of it.  They watched for God's Word to set up the conditions where they could use their treasure.  They endured and sacrificed much so that they could give it to Jesus at His coming.  They put themselves out all in an effort to give their treasures away.  Wise men don't hoard their treasure.  Wise men don't neglect their giftings and talents.  Instead, wise men seek to give it away.  

It's a funny thing about the gift of life that God gives you:

Matt 16:25 For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will find it. ESV

If you really want the full value of what you have been given to be truly your own, then you've got to give it away.  Our great God has given us great things.  And in all our getting, have you considered what He might want for Christmas?  All He wants is for you to use your treasure for Him.  Like the Magi sacrificed and went to great effort in order to give what they had been given back to Jesus, so must we be willing to give of our lives in order to truly have received our life!  A life not lavished on Him is a life that is wasted!  A treasure that has been given to you that is not returned for His purpose is a treasure wasted!  The Master has entrusted us with great treasure and yet it is for the purpose of worshiping Him that He has given it to us.      

But never forget something else:

Prov 18:16 A man's gift makes room for him and brings him before the great. ESV

He has given us these great treasures so that we could come before Him and know Him for the great God that He is!  They were His to begin with and yet He has given them to us to allow us to share in the blessings and gifts!  That we would be able to have something in common with Him and that we could come before Him and have something to say and to accomplish!  He thought enough of us to want to include us in His great plan and that is a great gift from above!  

How about it today?  Think of all that you've been given.  Think of the gift of life and of resources and of time.  Think of the personality and opportunities that you have been given.  Think of the talents and giftings that God has placed within you.  Think of the Holy Ghost – the glory of God's presence living within us and working through us.  Then ask yourself, “what am I doing with this great treasure?”  Let your life be filled with His purpose and with His worship!  Follow the example of the Magi in the Christmas story and whatever you do, don't waste your treasure!

